staying
connected in a
hybrid world
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During the past year,
we have accomplished a great deal.
As we look back on the past year, we marvel at the ingenuity of our
artists, staff, audience members and supporters. We continue to move
forward with a renewed vision of how we work, live, and connect with
each other in a hybrid world. That renewed vision is our “new normal,”
which is where digital and in-person experiences intersect.
Cleveland Classical Guitar Society has embraced that “new normal” in
how we operate, which has made us identify creative avenues to ensure
we realize our mission and vision—teaching, inspiring and connecting
with people across Northeast Ohio. During the past year, we have
accomplished a great deal.
We enter the fall with a sense of optimism and a return to in-person
performances and classes, while keeping many of the best virtual
components intact, helping us remain as safe as possible. We’re
remaining flexible as we monitor the present situations and look
toward the future.
We want to send a heartfelt thank you to those who supported CCGS
during these turbulent times and for adapting to these times with us.
We know it has not been easy, but it is a testament to the support from
our generous donors, partners, volunteers, staff and others throughout
the community.
Thank you, and with your help, we look forward to continuing our
service to the community!

Erik Mann

Executive Director

Paul Drewa

President of the Board of Directors

2020-2021
Successes

Cleveland Classical
Guitar Society (CCGS)
is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization founded on the

Serving 150 students in our
Education Program one-onone from the City of Cleveland
through our Guitar@Home
Academy in safe, free, virtual
learning environments.

belief that music can create positive social change.

Our mission
TEACH
CCGS creates life-changing
experiences for Cleveland’s kids.

Hosting our 2020-2021
International Series online, with
seven concerts seen from six
continents. The most popular
one, Stephanie Jones, was
viewed over 125,000 times.

Launching Creative Fusion with
nine powerful commissioned
works and accompanying videos
with a focus on increasing cultural
understanding and advocating
for equality. These included three
artists-in-residence, twenty
professional artists, and over 100
students and community members
from Cleveland and Mexico.

INSPIRE
CCGS presents the world’s
greatest performers.

CONNECT
CCGS provides meaningful
connections between people.

Staff and Teachers
Erik Mann, Executive Director
Adam Satorius, Director of Education
Rodrigo Lara Alonso, Educator & Latinx Community Liaison
Andy Poxon, Educator
Jeremy Bass, Educator
Maryam Hajialigol, Educator

Holding 12 virtual open recitals,
6 guitar techniques sessions
and launching a new CD
Listening Club with 3 events
(more events to be held due to
popular demand).

Receiving incredible
recognition for our Education
Program, including a regional
Emmy for a story produced
by Cleveland Metropolitan
School District, and a moving
Fox 8 news segment.

Craig Slagh, Educator
Rob Thorndike, Educator
Kadirah McJunkins, Teaching Assistant

Board:
Paul Drewa, President
Inju Heo, Vice President
Ron Schmidt, Treasurer
Valeria Arrossi, Secretary
Deborah Blades
Kylie Eyre
Tony Purgar

Classical Guitar and Culture
Converge in Cleveland
This year has continued to reveal
the harsh reality of the inequities
and negativity that exist among us.
Our country, a melting pot of unique
individuals representing incredibly
varied cultural backgrounds, has
seen itself minimized by small
groups of those wishing to divide us.
When Cleveland Classical Guitar
Society (CCGS) and El Comité
Mexicano de Cleveland (Mexican
Committee of Cleveland) came
together in a joint effort to win
a grant through the Cleveland
Foundation’s Creative Fusion
program, no one thought it
would become such a significant
instrument for change.
Coupled with the traumas of
tragic events and negative public
discourse, the daunting challenges
that we all faced were only
amplified with the resurgence of
COVID cases after a sharp decline.
As a result, previously planned inperson residencies were replaced
with virtual projects.

The creativity and resiliency of our three Artists-in-Residence made
these projects even more powerful and impactful than the original
conception could have ever been.
The trio included composer-guitarists from three different regions:
Anastasia Sonaranda (Mexico), Hermelindo Ruiz (Puerto Rico),
and Thomas Flippin (Connecticut). All of these artists have distinctive
backgrounds, specifically in telling stories of social change and
advocating for the exploration of cultural understanding through music.

"The works that I composed are all the result of
my love for nature and a culture of peace and
brotherhood among peoples. We dreamers
make global communities on this virtual planet
- and I hope in-person soon - and we embrace
and heal ourselves musically with the dream of
a loving humanity. Let's keep creating!"
- Anastasia Sonaranda

The nine total videos created covered topics ranging from the tragic and
stunning racial and civil rights injustices committed in our country to
detailing the beautiful cultural tapestry of Mexico. These videos included
spoken word, poetry, choreographed dance and even recordings from
public events to convey the deep underlying themes.

La Llorona (2021 Creative Fusion - Anastasia Sonaranda)

Creative Fusion

Outcomes
(as of 9/21)

More than

5,300 YouTube views

Ojos de Ensueño (2021 Creative Fusion - Hermelindo Ruiz)

One video in particular had a
special impact on the Mexican
community: La Llorona. This video
brought together one hundred
participants from Cleveland
and Mexico (ranging in ages
six through adult) together in
spoken word and classical guitar
to tell the tale of empowerment,
fighting back against inequity
and to advocate for women and
indigenous people.
The Cleveland Orchestra
collaborated on three of the video
projects (To Soar Beyond, Ojos de
Ensueño and A Dark Winter in a
Lost Year), which were recorded
with musicians of The Cleveland
Orchestra at Severance Hall.
Two of the Artists-in-Residence
(Anastasia Sonaranda and
Hermelindo Ruiz) engaged with
the Cleveland community through
real-time online events on Zoom,
which were also livestreamed on
Facebook, sharing special insights
on their work.
The work of the Creative Fusion
series certainly had a powerful

impact, helping affect change
in our region. The series was a
fantastic opportunity to elevate
the CCGS mission and vision
of teaching, connecting and
inspiring those in our region by
leveraging the influential medium
Creative Fusion provided.
A special thanks to the hundreds
of talented artists who came
together from around the world to
participate in these nine videos, as
well as the Artists-in-Residence for
presenting their stories in a unique
fashion.

More than 47,000
Facebook video views

100 Zoom Participants

for artist demonstrations/
lecture event

Over 100 guitarists, poets
and other artists united in
this effort

The Covenant: Passacaglia for Minneapolis (2021 Creative Fusion - Thomas Flippin)

CCGS Education:
A Year in Review
The Education Program’s transition to a virtual platform became an
opportunity to create innovative new teaching materials and events.
Some notable accomplishments include:

Lift Every Voice and Sing (Performed by CCGS students-Black History Month)

We launched a new Guitar Club, a place for
our most dedicated students to get together
to learn more about guitar and to work on
special projects.
We expanded the Guitar@Home Academy
(launched spring 2020) where we taught 150
Cleveland students in 1-on-1 virtual lessons at no
cost to them. To break down barriers to access, we
delivered more than 80 guitars throughout the city.
CCGS students played in 12 video projects,
ranging from popular music like Brown Skin Girl
to performing alongside students from Paraguay
and Mexico, and even the great Berta Rojas!
Students managed a large-scale Evaluation
Project for the Education Program - two
students were paid to interview other students
and parents of students, while learning valuable
research and evaluation skills, and helping
CCGS to assess and improve the program.

Brown Skin Girl (Performed by CCGS students and guest artists-Women’s
History Month)

We conducted virtual outreach events
for students with each International
Series Concert Artist.
The prestigious Anisfield-Wolf Book
Awards commissioned our students to
compose theme music – a group of 5
students met for 8 weeks to co-compose a
piece for the Cleveland-based Podcast The
Asterisk*. Students recorded their parts to
be used as intro music for the Podcast (to
be released later this year). The Asterisk* is
part of the Anisfield-Wolf Book Awards, the
only juried American book prize focusing on
works that address racism and diversity.
Alumnus Damian Goggans, who began
playing guitar with CCGS in 2016, received a
full scholarship to Oberlin Conservatory for
classical guitar and was accepted into the
U.S. Guitar Orchestra, which will tour New
York and Spain in summer 2022.

2020-2021
International Series
goes Virtual
To ensure our patrons were able to continue
enjoying our concerts, we made our 2020-2021
International Series virtual. As with CCGS’s other
programming, we found that it flourished in this
format. That is a testament to our amazing patrons,
partners, and artists who have continued to support
us in the most difficult times.
During the past year, we held all seven concerts
free of charge, with those concerts receiving
more than 173,000 views from around the world.
The performers also taught CCGS students in
outreach events, and connected with audiences
through virtual receptions. They pre-recorded their
respective concerts from their home countries, each
with a unique conception of this new medium.

Stephanie Jones in Concert

As we begin shifting back to in-person events,
we are continuing to find ways to keep the virtual
component. Patrons have enjoyed both in-person
or online mediums. With technology, many things
are possible, and we have been embracing the
new hybrid world.

Emanuele Buono in Concert

2020-2021 International
Series Stats
(as of 5/13/21)

18,000

total hours
of total video
watched

subscribe!

on
air

2,500

1,000

new YouTube
subscribers

people viewed the
concerts “live”
(combined total)

Viewed on
continents,
in more than

6

15 countries

Thank you!
to our partners and foundations who
generously supported CCGS this year

