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During this past year, it was wonderful to gather in person again to 
reconnect around the magic and power of the classical guitar. We are 
realizing our renewed vision of how we work, live and connect with each 
other. Innovative ideas have become part of how we now operate and have 
given us the opportunity to provide improved experiences.

As we look to 2023 and beyond, we have confidence that we will continue to 
adapt, grow and reemerge in new ways during these ever-changing times in 
order to realize our mission and vision of teaching, inspiring and connecting 
with people across Northeast Ohio. With exciting performances, classes, 
recitals, commissioned compositions, and more, we are certain we can 
make that a reality.

We want to thank everyone who has supported Cleveland Classical Guitar 
Society during these times of great change. The support from our generous 
donors, partners, students, parents, volunteers, staff and others throughout 
the community has been a driver in guiding our work forward.

Thank you, and with your help, we look forward to 
continuing our service to the community!

It has been a year of positive 
change, growth and reemergence.
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Cleveland Classical 
Guitar Society (CCGS)
is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization founded on the 
belief that music can create positive social change.

Teach 
CCGS creates life-changing 

experiences for Cleveland’s kids.

Inspire
CCGS presents the world’s 

greatest performers.

 

Connect 
CCGS provides meaningful 

connections between people.

Our Mission
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Growing Our Staff

Please join us in welcoming these 
talented professionals to the CCGS team!

“Life has taken me on a circuitous journey 
from Cleveland to Iowa to Oregon to 

Alabama and now back to The Land. Music 
has been a central and essential part of 

my life since I can remember."

Our people have allowed us to continuously grow and 
reemerge as a top nonprofit organization. In 2022, we have 
made a concerted effort to strategically add new members 
to our already outstanding team of incredible professionals. 
Three of those additions are critical roles that will allow 
CCGS to achieve its ambitious goals.

Jon Poor joined the CCGS team as Events Manager 
in January of 2022. Jon grew up in Sioux City, IA and 
Portland, OR. He moved to Birmingham, AL in 2000 and 
in 2005 earned a Bachelor of Arts in Music Technology 
from The University of Alabama at Birmingham. He 
relocated to Cleveland, OH, in November of 2021. From 
2011-2021, Jon was Event Director for a music festival in 
Birmingham, AL, called Secret Stages, which brought close 
to 600 artists, utilized dozens of venues and garnered 
praise in publications like The Wall Street Journal, 
UPROXX, and Paste Magazine. Jon is focused on refining 
and executing events that deliver a stellar experience for 
all who are involved, including artists, patrons, sponsors, 
and volunteers. Jon is eager to bring his experience and 
enthusiasm to Northern Ohio and CCGS. 

Jon Poor
Events Manager

Deanna Massey 
Development Associate

Deanna entered the not-for-profit sector in 2019 when 
she graduated from Wright State University with a 
Bachelor of Arts in Media Studies. She enjoyed working 
in development so much she went back to school at 
Cleveland State University where she received her 
Master of Nonprofit Administration and Leadership 
degree. Having a wide range of skills and degrees in 
separate fields has allowed Deanna to become a well-
rounded development professional where she utilizes all 
her training, skills, and experience to lead development, 
fundraising, marketing, database management, grant 
writing, and much more for CCGS.

Pedro L. Pérez Cáceres  
Educator

Pedro was born in San Juan, Puerto Rico and joined 
CCGS in summer 2022. He began studying the guitar at 
Interamerican University and obtained his B.A. in Music 
from the Conservatory of Music of Puerto Rico. Later 
he received his Master’s Degree in Music from Arizona 
State University, where he was a Fulbright scholarship 
student of Professor Frank Koonce. Pedro was awarded 
the Pro-Arte scholarship from the Asociación Pro 
Orquesta Sinfónica (APOS) to attend the National Guitar 
Workshop. His many chamber music performances 
include collaborations with flutists Sherry Finzer, Monica 
Anthony and the former Phoenix Symphony Principal 
Flutist Alex Viazovtsev. Pedro previously taught guitar 
and was Estudiantina Director at the Rivera High School 
in Brownsville, Texas; and taught for Phoenix College, 
Arizona School for the Arts, and Lead Guitar.

“CCGS is making advancements and changes to 
the classical guitar community that will provide 
a new sense of hope and acceptance to the very 

students CCGS teaches. It’s exciting and an 
honor to be part of this change."

“Teaching and helping the community has always 
been a big passion of mine. I’m very excited that 
destiny has brought me to Cleveland to join the 

CCGS team. I’m looking forward to what this 
opportunity will bring in the future"
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The Asterisk* Makes Its Debut

Our Education Program’s Impact
For more than a decade, Cleveland Classical 
Guitar Society has been offering a unique 
opportunity for kids in the City of Cleveland to 
experience and learn how to play guitar from 
talented artists and experienced educators. 
The Education Program is designed to fight 
inequities and reduce barriers to instruction 
for kids – providing them with curricula, 
guitars and more at no cost to the students. It 
was a year packed with many great successes, 
including teaching 275 students at 14 sites and 
some stellar student work on The Asterisk*, the 
Virtual Guitar Orchestra, and more. 

CCGS’s Education Program 

Unique Student Performances
One notable performance was at a partner 
site: the South Branch of the Cleveland Public 
Library, near the Clark Fulton neighborhood. 
The audience of about 50 people filled the 
performance space to capacity, as well as 
20 people watching the live stream. It was 
a wonderful performance made even more 
special by the engagement and excitement  
of the students’ family members.

A track of a collaborative, commissioned 
composition involving five CCGS students, 
who wrote music for the podcast The 
Asterisk*, made its debut! The professionally 
produced recording premiered as the theme 
music beginning during the episode on April 
28, 2022. This project was commissioned 
by the nationally renowned Anisfield-Wolf 
Book Awards, which aims to further the 
conversation around racial equity.

Check out the 
performance 

by scanning 
the QR code.

 

Or visit our website at 
cleguitar.org/student-

video-projects

Thirty-three CCGS students, alongside students from two 
schools in the Canton area, took part in the All-Ohio Virtual 
Guitar Orchestra – led by the Virtual Guitar Orchestra (VGO) 
and made possible by the Augustine Foundation. This was 
the first time many of the 50 Ohio guitarists from grades 
5-12 ever participated in a recording. 

“I got to see students’ excitement to show 
off their hard work and their pride after 
getting a great take. It is amazing to see 
not only guitarists from across the City of 
Cleveland, but across the state of Ohio.”
-Adam Satorious, Director of Education 

This video highlights the music of Elizabeth “Libba” Cotten, 
a revolutionary guitarist best known for her unique 
fingerpicking style and performance of folk songs such as 
“Freight Train.” Also featured in this video is the stunning 
artwork of CCGS alumna Kadirah McJunkins.

CCGS Students Collaborate
with Local Schools for 
Virtual Guitar Orchestra



8 9

In January of 2022, Danelis Cedeño joined the 
elective guitar class offered at her school, Buhrer 
Dual Language Academy. She quickly stood out 
as deeply passionate about the guitar and began 
taking private lessons. During the 2021-2022 
school year, Cedeño opened for three-time Latin 
Grammy Award Nominee Berta Rojas during 
her performance at Julia de Burgos Cultural 
Arts Center. Cedeño also performed alongside 
guitarist-composers Thomas Flippin and 
Hermelindo Ruiz at the Cleveland Community 
Celebration, an event that celebrated Father’s Day, 
Juneteenth and the diversity of our community. 

Danelis was recently accepted into the Musical 
Pathways Fellowship at Cleveland Institute 
of Music, a prestigious program for the most 
dedicated young musicians in Cleveland. Danelis’s 
mother Betsabé has seen her daughter open up 
through learning the guitar, saying: 

Student Spotlight, Danelis Cedeño 
“Cuando Danelis comenzó a tocar la 
guitarra, nunca pensamos que teníamos esa 
hija en casa; ella comenzó a mostrar una 
personalidad que no imaginamos que poseía 
(When Danelis started playing guitar, we 
never thought we had that daughter at home; 
Danelis began to show a personality that we 
didn’t imagine she possessed.)” 

Danelis is the 2022 Student of 
the Year for her exceptional 
dedication to her studies. 
“I’ve had a fascinating and 
memorable experience with 
the guitar, and I want to keep 
excelling in it. I hope to keep 
receiving the opportunity to 
perform with amazing guitarists.”

Cheyenne Weaver 
is majoring in Biochemistry 
at the College of Wooster. 

Kadirah McJunkins 
is studying Animation at 
Cleveland Institute of Art.  

Damian Goggans 
is majoring in Classical Guitar Performance 
at Oberlin Conservatory of Music. 

Camari Dodson-Poindexter 
is double major in Cello Performance 
and Physics at Ohio University. 

Alumni 
Corner 

CCGS Alumni are Everywhere! 
Here are 4 recent alumni that had a reunion at the 
Cleveland Community Celebration:

Guitar remains 
an important part 
of the lives of our 
alumni. Kadirah 
and Damian also 
work as Assistant 
Teachers for CCGS.

“Learning guitar 
has helped me to 
learn discipline
and alleviate stress. 
Music is all around 
us and can be 
applied every day.”
-Cheyenne Weaver

About the Education Program
The entire Education Program 
is free to students, including 
instruction, guitars and 
materials. Students participate 
in various recitals throughout 
the year, primarily at their 
schools. We are working 
on creating more parental 

engagement by providing 
exciting opportunities for 
student performances at times 
that parents can attend and in 
locations that are accessible 
to students and their families. 
There were various recitals 
throughout the year where 

families were able to deeply 
engage with each other, their 
children and others, including 
recitals at the South Branch 
library, the Berta Rojas concert 
at Julia De Burgos Cultural 
Arts Center, and the Cleveland 
Community Celebration.



10 11

The International Series 
returned in triumphant fashion 
to live performance in 2021-
2022. The season kicked off at 
Maltz Performing Arts Center 
with the free, annual Showcase 
Concert, a commitment to our 
community. The 2021-2022 
season would continue with 
incredible music and creative 
solutions to ensure patrons 
could enjoy the music they 
loved. All concerts, excluding 
the Showcase, were held at 
Plymouth Church UCC in 
Shaker Heights, and featured 
Question & Answer sessions 
with the artists. 

Classroom to Concerts

International Series and 
Education Program Connect

All of the live concerts had 
students perform solo or as 
an ensemble as an opening. 
International Series performers 
also provided outreach at a 
total of 10 Education Program 
partner sites, and one performer 
also gave a public master class, 
which included two CCGS 
students among the performers. 

The connection between our 
International Series and our 
Education Program allows 
performers to connect, teach 
and engage with the kids in the 
community. There were many 
incredible and memorable 
moments in the outreach. 

Duo Noire taught the students 
the body percussion and 
dance steps to the juba, 
as well as its historical 
significance for enslaved 
African Americans. Berta 
Rojas taught, in response 
to a question about making 
mistakes “you only look back 
to get the courage to move 
forward.” Berta saw the 
potential in a young CCGS 
guitarist, Danelis Cedeño, 
then in fifth grade, to begin 
a daily practice routine, 
surprising her parents.

The artists, the performers 
they paid homage to, and the 
composers from which they chose 
their repertoires all highlighted 
the breadth of style and culture 
encapsulated in this art form.

The 2021-2022 International Series  
was particularly gratifying for the 
diversity that it displayed. 
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The Showcase Concert
The free Showcase Concert on September 
18, 2021, featuring local performers Jeremy 
Collins, (solo guitar); Jeanelle Brierley and Andy 
Poxon (violin and guitar); and the Gruca White 
Ensemble (flute and guitar). This concert was 
performed at the Maltz Center for Performing 
Arts and also live streamed.  

September October November December March April May

Mak Grgic 
Slovenian guitarist Mak Grgic premiered a 
virtual concert on December 11, 2021.

Andrea González Caballero 
Andrea González Caballero of Spain played an 
all-Spanish program in her Cleveland debut 
November 20, 2021 at Plymouth Church UCC. 
She visited two CCGS partner schools as part  
of her outreach. 

Celil Refik Kaya
Turkish guitarist Celil Refik Kaya performed 
October 16, 2021, at Plymouth Church UCC. He 
performed outreach at two CCGS partner schools.

International Series    in a Flash “Classical music and classical 
guitar can embrace everybody.” 

-Thomas Flippin of Duo Noire

William Kanengiser 
William Kanengiser performed on May 14, 
2022, at Plymouth Church UCC. He gave a public 
master class which included two CCGS students 
among the performers.

Duo Noire
The U.S. ensemble Duo Noire gave their 
Cleveland debut March 5, 2022, at Plymouth 
Church UCC. They performed outreach at 
four CCGS partner schools.

Stephanie Jones 
Stephanie Jones of Australia gave a virtual 
master class on April 23, 2022. One of the 
most popular classical guitarists in the world, 
Stephanie had previously given a virtual 
concert for CCGS.

Berta Rojas 
Berta Rojas performed her in-person Cleveland 
debut April 2, 2022, at Plymouth Church UCC. 
She gave an additional, abbreviated performance 
at Julia de Burgos Cultural Arts Center to engage 
CCGS students and family members who live in 
that neighborhood. She also performed outreach 
at two CCGS partner schools.
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During the 2021-2022 academic year, the 
Composers in Residence program expanded 
on the work of two artists that CCGS worked 
with in a previous residency called Creative 
Fusion: Thomas Flippin and Hermelindo 
Ruiz. This program addressed the lack of 
student works by Black and Puerto Rican 
composers – two demographics highly 
represented in CCGS’s Education Program. 
Thomas’s 14 Études on the Music of Black 
Americans reimagines African American 
spirituals as etudes updated with modern 
harmonies to make them accessible to 
today’s youth. Hermelindo Ruiz based 
Memories of Cleveland/ Recuerdos de 
Cleveland on the music of Puerto Rico, 
taking on the challenge of adapting difficult 
syncopation and jazzy harmonies to 
beginning and intermediate levels.

Thomas shared that “14 Études on the Music 
of Black Americans is inspired by melodies 
created by enslaved or recently emancipated 
African-Americans (my ancestors). 
These melodies were selected for their 

inherent beauty, melodic and rhythmic 
inventiveness, evocative lyrics, and 
potential for development on the guitar.”

Thomas and Hermelindo collectively 
created 29 new student works, delivered 
virtual workshops to CCGS students in 
spring 2022, and traveled to Cleveland to 
participate in the premiere of many of 
these works by CCGS students and alumni 
at the Cleveland Community Celebration 
held on Juneteenth 2022. 

This event, called the Cleveland Community 
Celebration, was held in collaboration 
with the Midtown Tech Hive and the 
Dunham Tavern in Cleveland. Students and 
alumni not only premiered many of the 
29 works, but the event also boasted solo 
performances by both composers, with an 
ensemble piece for the finale, Salseado, 
written by Hermelindo Ruiz and performed 
by CCGS students, CCGS teachers, and the 
composers. They also gave composition 
workshops for our students. 

The Cleveland 
Community Celebration
CCGS Composers in Residence Infuse 
Socio-Cultural Influences into New Works 
at Juneteenth Community Celebration

“I firmly believe that we have made 
a huge and tangible contribution to 
youth education with this project. 
We have expanded the repertoire for 
classical guitar with music that takes 
in consideration the interest and needs 
of a younger generation, and this is 
an achievement of major proportions 
that should be celebrated. The final 
event– where all the students played 
the new compositions and performed 
for friends and family– confirmed the 
needs and excitement of the students 
to play music that they care about 
and that was intentionally written 
for them. The creation of all this 
repertoire is a major accomplishment 
of international considerations, for 
which I now thank all organizations 
involved in making this possible.

For me, this has been 
a dream come true.” 
-Hermelindo Ruiz
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More than 140 students, family 
members, and members of the 
CCGS community attended this 
exciting gathering. It was one 
of the most endearing events 
that CCGS has produced yet.

Together, as a community, we impact the present and lay the 
foundation for a future where individuals experience the 
opportunity to reach their full potential. We are committed 
to being honest and transparent about where we are in our 
DEI journey as an organization, and to continuing to learn, 
do better, and provide service to the community.  

Please visit our website under the About section or scan 
the QR code to find the full statement.

CCGS’s Diversity, Equity 
and Inclusion Statement
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Sean and Claudia O’Brien 
Sean and Claudia O’Brien have been donors to CCGS’s Education 
Program since 2017. Their gifts have helped expand and deepen 

the program, including sponsoring new school programs and 
lessons for the most dedicated students. 

“What we love about CCGS is the way they 
enrich the lives of so many students and 

those around them with the gift of music.” 

We are so grateful to Sean and Claudia and their deep 
commitment to a better world through music!

Donor Spotlight

Did you know that we bought 
77 guitars last school year? 

Give Today!

cleguitar.org/donation-form/

To donate, please visit our website  
and click the Donate button at the top 
of the page or scan the QR code below. 

If you would like to send a check, 
they can be made payable to:
Cleveland Classical Guitar Society 
Memo: Education Supplies
Mailing Address:
Cleveland Classical Guitar Society 
P.O. Box 19162
Cleveland, OH 44119

CCGS is always looking for new 
and exciting ways to help provide 
music education for our students. 
We need your support to ensure 
that we continue to fulfill the many 
needs of our students. Some of the 
needs are nail files, guitar strings, 
guitar tuners, guitars, iPads, and so 
much more. The cost of the need 
varies, but we will use the extra 
money to provide the necessary 
equipment for our students to 
pursue their classical guitar 
passion to the fullest extent. 
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Thank You!
To the foundations who generously 

supported CCGS in 2021-2022

Cleveland Classical Guitar Society is in residence at John Carroll University. 
Special thanks to Dr. Cynthia Caporella.

WC and EJ Thornton 
Foundation


